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On behalf of the Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada Women’s Federation, 1
bring heartfelt greetings from the Canadian District or Kyodan. My name is Susan S.
Huntley and it is a privilege and honour to speak in front of such an esteemed audience.

My grandparents came to Canada over a century ago and both my parents were born
in Canada so I am very proud to be here as a third generation Japanese Canadian or
Sansei. Despite early hardships, the Takeda family’s dedication and commitment to Jodo
Shinshu Buddhism has been passed from generation to generation. Although I grew up
in a predominantly Mormon community, my family attended the Raymond Buddhist
Temple and never lost the traditional teachings and practices. I'm proud to say that
many family members are active in several Canadian temples to this day. Personally, I
am currently a member of the Calgary Buddhist Temple in Calgary, Alberta Canada and
fortunate to have been active with the Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada
Women’s Federation for over 20 years including being a past-president. In 2015, I was
honored to be the chairperson of the 15th World Buddhist Women’s Convention held in
Canada so I'd like to take a moment to express sincere gratitude to the many people
involved in putting together this year’s 17th World Buddhist Women’s Convention. It is
wonderful to see how the convention is able to showcase the strength and the resilience
of Buddhist women, and my hope is that it will inspire future generations.

“Life of Nembutsu enables us to appreciate every encounter” is the theme of this year’s
convention and I am grateful to be able to share my thoughts with you. Life is filled with
countless encounters, both good and bad, and it is often our reactions that determine the
course of our lives. The practice of Nembutsu enables us to appreciate every encounter,
whether it be positive or negative, and to find the wisdom and compassion that is
inherent. This is particularly applicable in today's world where we were faced with
unprecedented challenges due to the COVID-19 pandemic which affected every aspect of
our lives, including the way we interacted with others.

In Canada, the pandemic made it challenging to appreciate every encounter, as we had
to distance ourselves from one another in order to slow the spread of the virus. The
temples were required to implement various measures to ensure the safety of the

congregations and comply with government guidelines. The restrictions made it difficult



to connect with one another, and left many feeling isolated and alone.

Temples were required to close their doors for almost two years but made adjustments
and tried to adapt to the ever changing situation. Some Temples in Canada made regular
phone calls to check-up on the older temple members which helped to make them feel
less isolated. The use of technology became vital as Temple services were offered via live-
stream or recording, and watched over social media platforms. People gathered “virtually”
for services and to listen to Dharma talks via computer, tablet, and mobile devices.
Meetings, workshops and presentations, such as virtual meditation, online classes on
Buddhism, climate change, and general interest topics moved to an online platform
where possible. Spiritual support and guidance while ensuring personal connection and
safety became a top priority.

During this time, the practice of Nembutsu served as a reminder of the strength and
compassion of our communities. It served as a reminder that even in the darkest of times,
we were capable of coming together to support one another. The pandemic brought out
the best in many as demonstrated by the countless acts of kindness and equanimity or
calmness.

A new normal emerged as the pandemic pushed everyone into unfamiliar territory but
there were some positives that came to pass from a Temple perspective. Temples have
had to become more technology savvy and have moved to multi-media platforms as well
as expanded their social media presence. Cameras, sound systems, and special
equipment have been purchased in order to offer services to a wider, diverse audience,
conduct online donation campaigns, and even participate in virtual volunteer activities.
Today, we work towards innovation in order to nurture and sustain our sangha in health
and mindfulness.

By going “virtual”, our ability to share the Buddha Dharma with more people increased
as the internet opened us up to a whole new, broader audience. The opportunity to attend
online services and listen to the teachings without leaving the house has made Buddhism
more accessible, and hybrid services, which are in-person as well as live-streamed, are
widely accepted. Online presentations and meetings continue to be recognized options
and provide a convenience society never had before. In addition, we are reminded that
we are not alone in our struggles and that we are part of something greater than
ourselves. We are reminded that we are all connected and that every encounter is an
opportunity for growth and learning.

Globally, COVID highlighted one of the key teachings of Nembutsu which is that all
beings are interconnected. We are all connected by the bonds of cause and effect, and our

actions have a ripple effect on the world around us. By connecting with the wisdom and



boundless compassion of the Buddha, we are able to see the interconnectedness of all
things and to understand that our actions have a profound impact on the world.

When we practice Nembutsu, we are also reminded that everything is impermanent,
that everything is constantly changing. Nembutsu is not only a practice that connects us
to the wisdom and compassion of the Buddha, but it also connects us to others.

Through the practice of Nembutsu, we learn to approach every encounter with an open
heart and an open mind. We learn to see the Buddha in all things, and to find the wisdom
and compassion that is inherent in every encounter. This allows us to live a life that is
filled with gratitude and joy, no matter what challenges we may face.

My father, if he were alive during the COVID pandemic, might say “shikataga nai”
which is a phrase used to express acceptance in the face of unavoidable circumstances or
situations. It is similar in meaning to "it can't be helped”. The phrase often reflects a
cultural perspective that values resilience and determination in the face of difficulties.
In practical terms, it suggests a willingness to move forward and find solutions, rather
than dwelling on problems or the negative.

As we gather here today at the 17th World Buddhist Women’s Convention, let us reflect
and be grateful to live a life of Nembutsu which enables us to appreciate every encounter,
to find meaning and purpose in every moment, and to live a life of peace, joy, and
fulfillment.

Thank you for your kind attention.

Namo Amida Butsu, Namo Amida Butsu, Namo Amida Butsu
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